Dictatorship and Genocide in Germany
World History 
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  Materials adapted from schoolhistory.co.uk
[image: image4.png]Source B: The abhorrent pictures below are from a book published in 1938 called Der Giftpilz,
the German word for toadstool. It was aimed particularly at children, and was sometimes used
in schools. The caption under each picture is franslated above each picture.

How a German Peasant was Driven from ‘The Experience of Hans and Else with a
House and Farm: "Daddy, someday Strange Man: "Here, kids, | have some
when | have my own farm, no Jew will ‘candy for you. But you both have to come with

enter my house...” me..”





  Excerpt adapted from bbc.co.uk





  “Adolf Hitler (1889 - 1945) was born on the Austrian-German border…Hitler left school at sixteen with no qualifications and struggled to make a living as a painter in Vienna…In 1913, he moved to Munich and, on the outbreak of World War One, enlisted in the German army, where he was wounded and decorated …In 1919, he joined the fascist German Workers' Party (DAP)… By 1921 he was the unquestioned leader of what was now the National Socialist German Workers' Party (NSDAP or Nazi Party)… In 1923, Hitler attempted an unsuccessful armed uprising in Munich and was imprisoned for nine months, during which time he dictated 'Mein Kampf' (‘My Struggle’) outlining his political ideology. On his release he began to rebuild the Nazi Party and used new techniques of mass communication, backed up with violence…Against a background of economic depression and…turmoil, the Nazis grew stronger and in the 1932 elections became the largest party in the German parliament. In January 1933, Hitler became chancellor of the coalition government.”








Question:


  How did the beliefs and actions of Adolf Hitler change world history? ______________________________________





“He…took dictatorial powers and began to institute anti-Jewish laws. He also began the process of German militarization and …expansion that…lead to World War Two. He allied with Italy and later Japan to create the Axis. Hitler's invasion of Poland in September 1939 began World War Two…failing to subdue Britain in 1941, Hitler ordered the invasion of the Soviet Union. The Jewish populations of the countries conquered by the Nazis were rounded up and killed….In December 1941, Hitler declared war on America...Hitler committed suicide in his bunker in Berlin on 30 April 1945.”





Excerpt adapted from frank.mtsu.edu:





The Nuremberg Laws on Citizenship and Race: (1935) 





 ARTICLE 4 


(1)  A Jew cannot be a citizen of the Reich.  He cannot exercise the right to vote; he cannot hold public office.





Law for the Protection of German Blood and German Honor (1935)


             


SECTION 1





  1.  Marriages between Jews and nationals of German or kindred blood are forbidden.  





                  











A mother and children on their way to the gas chambers - Source: Dachau Memorial Museum





Questions:


1: According to the Nuremberg laws, who was not a citizen of the Reich? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


2: What was forbidden? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


3: Explain the meaning of the poem. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


4: What is happening in the photograph? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





  “They came for the Communists, and I 


didn't object - For I wasn't 


a Communist; 


They came for the Socialists, and I 


didn't object - For I wasn't a Socialist; 


They came for the labor leaders, and I 


didn't object - For I wasn't a labor leader; 


They came for the Jews, and I didn't 


object - For I wasn't a Jew; 


Then they came for me - 


And there was no one left to object. ��Martin Niemoller, German Protestant Pastor, ��1892-1984 








  Excerpt adapted from bbc.co.uk





  “The Holocaust was the Nazis' assault on the Jews between 1933 and 1945. It culminated in what the Nazis called the 'Final Solution of the Jewish Question in Europe', in which six million Jews were murdered…The Holocaust was the biggest of the killing programs and, in certain important ways, different from the others. The Jews figured in Nazi ideology as the arch-enemy of the 'Aryan race', and were targeted not merely for terror and repression but for complete extinction. The Nazis failed in this aim because they ran out of time, but they pursued it fanatically until their defeat in 1945. The Holocaust led to widespread public awareness of genocide and to modern efforts to prevent it, such as the 1948 UN Convention on Genocide…The Nazis were the heirs of a centuries-old tradition of Jew-hatred, rooted in religious rivalry and found in all European countries.”








 David Olère - Their Last Steps / Leurs derniers pas





 “From March 2, 1943, to January 19, 1945, David Olère was interned at Auschwitz.”





  “Three Muselmänner support each other as they falter toward the gas chamber. Muselmann was the camp term for those whose physical and mental exhaustion made them candidates for "selection.”





Questions:


1: Define the camp term “Muselmann.” ____________________________________________ 





2: Why are the paintings of David Olere considered primary sources? ____________________________________________ 





3: What was the Holocaust? ____________________________________________ 





4: How did the Holocaust change world history? ____________________________________________ 





5: What is anti-Semitism? ____________________________________________ 





6: According to Hitler, who were the Aryans? ____________________________________________ 





7: Did anti-Semitism exist in Europe before the Nazis?  Explain your answer. ___________________________________________ 








Questions:





1: According to the Merriam-Webster dictionary, propaganda is the “the spreading of ideas, information, or rumor for the purpose of helping or injuring an institution, a cause, or a person.”  How is the excerpt from the above children’s book an example of propaganda? ___________________________________________________________________





2: Why did the Nazis use propaganda? ___________________________________________________________________ 





3: Why are children particularly susceptible to propaganda? ___________________________________________________________________ 





4: Why did the Nazis control all media in Germany? ___________________________________________________________________ 





5: Why did the Nazis control the educational system? ___________________________________________________________________ 





6: How are German Christians portrayed in the above illustration? ___________________________________________________________________ 





7: How are German Jews portrayed in the above illustration? ___________________________________________________________________








