In the second year of the reign of Valens (366 CE)… the Roman world was shaken by a violent and destructive earthquake… The shores of the Mediterranean were left dry by the sudden retreat of the sea… but the tide soon returned with the weight of an immense flood which was severely felt on the coasts of Sicily… Greece, and of Egypt… fifty thousand persons has lost their lives in the flood [in the city of Alexandria alone]… this calamity… astonished and terrified the subjects of Rome… and their fearful vanity was disposed to [see a connection between] the s symptoms of a declining empire and a sinking world.
Document 1:  Economic Decline of the Roman Empire.  	Source : Edward Gibbon, The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Strahan & Cadell, 1776-1788.: 1999, pp. 160-162.

DBQ Question 1:
What natural disaster struck the Roman Empire in 366 C,E, ?




[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRfap0nKbfv2Jh1BnuJ-WBThhjDNPRHbQavQOx2_fW93fu3PssC:romanculture.org/AIRC/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/210-la_valle_del_colosseo_full.jpg]









DBQ Question 2:
How did this natural disaster effect roman economics?




First the economic factor,,l, While the empire was expanding, its prosperity was fed by plundered wealth and by new markets in the semi-barbaric provinces,. When the empire ceased to expand, however, economic progress soon ceased…

The abundance of slaves led to the growth of the latifundia, the great estates that ,,. Came to dominate agriculture and ruin the free coloni (farmers) who drifted to the cities, to add to the unemployment there. The abundance of slaves likewise kept wages low. 
Document 3:  Economic Decline of the Roman Empire. 	 Source : exerpt from the “Uses of the Past” by Herbert J. Muller
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DBQ Question 2:
How did Latifundias ruin free coloni, and what affect did that have on the Roman Economy?
DBQ Question 1:
What economic issues does muller identify as causes for the decline of the roman empire?
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DBQ Question 2:
 Why  was there such a sharp drop in the amount of coin minted around 250 BCE in the Roman Economy?
DBQ Question 1:
What economic issues does this chart identify as a cause for the decline of the roman empire?

DBQ Question 1:
What deadly illness arrived in the roman empire from southern Asia? 

More important in initiating the process of decline was a series of plagues that swept over the empire… which brought diseases [from] southern Asia to new areas like the Mediterranean, where no resistance had been established even to contagions such as the measles. The resulting diseases decimated the population. The population of Rome decreased from a million people to 250,000. Economic life worsened in consequence. Recruitment of troops became more difficult, so the empire was increasingly reduced to hiring Germanic soldiers to guard its frontiers. The need to pay troops added to the demands on the state’s budget, just as declining production cut into tax revenues.
DBQ Question 2:
In what ways was disease at fault for the economic decline of the roman empire? 

Document 2:   Economic Decline of the Roman Empire.  Source : Peter Stearns, Michael Adas, Stuwart Schwartz, Marc 
Lason Gilbert, World Civilizations: The Global Experience, Pearson Education, 2000.
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