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  Egypt is located in North Africa.  Although most of Egypt is occupied by desert, the world’s longest river, the Nile runs through it.  Historians call Egypt “the gift of the Nile” because the Nile River provides water for farming.  Every spring, snows melt in the mountains of eastern Africa.  Rain falls and the Nile floods.  The Nile’s floodwaters allow farmers to irrigate their fields.  When the floodwaters recede, a rich layer of silt is left behind.  Because of this, the Egyptians can harvest two, and sometimes three, crops a year.  

  The ancient Egyptians thought of Egypt as being divided into two types of land, the 'black land' and the 'red land'.

  The 'black land' was the fertile land on the banks of the Nile. The ancient Egyptians used this land for growing their crops. This was the only land in ancient Egypt that could be farmed because a layer of rich, black silt was deposited there every year after the Nile flooded.  The ‘red land’ was the barren desert that protected Egypt on two sides.  These deserts separated ancient Egypt from neighboring countries and invading armies. 
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1. Why do historians call Egypt “the gift of the Nile”?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. While most people consider floods a disaster, the ancient Egyptians considered flooding beneficial or good.  Why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Ancient Egypt consisted of two parts: Lower or Northern Egypt and Upper or Southern Egypt.  Since the Nile River flows northward to the Mediterranean Sea, Upper Egypt was in the south near the river’s origin.  While Upper and Lower Egypt initially had separate governments, the need to unite arose.   Around 3100 B.C., a pharaoh united Upper and Lower Egypt.  Pharaohs or divine rulers and dynasties or ruling families ruled ancient Egypt for many years. 

Ancient Egyptian civilization is divided into three periods: The Old Kingdom (3100-2186 B.C.), The Middle Kingdom (2040 -1630 B.C.) and the New Kingdom (1600 -525 B.C.) 

During all periods, pharaohs ruled ancient Egypt.

The pharaoh was a divine ruler.  The Egyptians believed that the pharaoh was a god.  They also believed in many gods as well as in life after death.  When the pharaoh died, his body was placed in a tomb called a pyramid.  In the pyramid, the pharaoh was surrounded with precious objects for use in the afterlife.
  The religion of Ancient Egypt was a polytheistic (many gods) religion with one short period of monotheism (one god). Their religion hosted about 700 different gods and goddesses. The ancient Egyptians believed that when things were going well, the priest and pharaoh were doing their jobs well; when things in the civilization were not going well, the people believed the pharaoh and the priests were to blame.

  One of the more famous aspects of the ancient Egyptians’ religious beliefs was their ideas of the afterlife. They believed the physical body had to be preserved to allow a place for the spirit to dwell in the afterlife. Because of this, mummification was performed to preserve the body. In addition, large pyramids were constructed as tombs for the pharaohs in the Old Kingdom. Later, rock cut tombs were used to bury the pharaohs. 
What is the difference between polytheism and monotheism?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How did the ancient Egyptians determine whether the pharaoh was a good ruler?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mummification was a long and expensive process. A person would need to have a tomb built, gather necessary objects to place in the tomb, and a son or a priest would have to be appointed to bring offerings for the diseased on a daily basis.   
 The dead body was stripped and placed on a board. The brain was extracted though the nose. The empty brain cavity would be filled with resin or a combination of linen and resin. The chest would be cut open and the main organs would be removed with exception of the heart. The organs, after being removed, would be stored in Canopic jars with a drying agent.  
Scribes in ancient Egypt wrote with picture symbols.  This writing system is called hieroglyphics.  The term comes from the Greek for “sacred carving”.  As time passed, though people could no longer read them.  Centuries later, the key to hieroglyphics was found.  It was a stone tablet we know call the Rosetta Stone.  The Rosetta Stone was found in 1799 by Napoleon’s army.  Soldiers accidentally dug up a tablet carved with three kinds of writing: Greek, a newer form of Egyptian, and hieroglyphics.  Eventually, a French scholar was able to decipher the ancient Egyptian symbols.  Today, archaeologists can decipher hieroglyphics.

Did the ancient Egyptians develop writing? ____________________ 

What do we call ancient Egyptian writing?___________________ 

What is the Rosetta Stone and why is it important?_________________________________________________________ 

Around 1630 B.C., nomads from Asia known as the Hyksos invaded Egypt.  The Hyksos had better weapons.  They had horse-drawn chariots, bronze and iron weapons, and armor.  The Hyksos easily defeated the Egyptians.  For the first time in Egypt’s history, foreigners ruled Egypt.

1. How did the introduction of agriculture affect early peoples?

(1) Societies became nomadic.

(2) Food production declined.

(3) Civilizations developed.

(4) Birthrates decreased rapidly.

2. Which statement most accurately describes how geography affected the growth of the ancient civilizations of Egypt and Mesopotamia?

(1) River valleys provided rich soil to grow plentiful crops.

(2) Large deserts provided many mineral deposits.

(3) Access to the Atlantic Ocean provided trade routes.

(4) Large savanna areas provided protection from invaders.

3. The early civilizations of the Nile River Valley, Mesopotamia, and the Yellow River Valley were similar because they were

1. industrialized societies 

2. monotheistic 

3. dependent on fertile land 

4. dependent on each other for trade 

4. The ancient civilizations of Mesopotamia and Egypt were similar in that both cultures

1. developed along rivers 

2. used the ziggurat form for their temples 

3. established trade routes to China 

4. used a hieroglyphic writing system 

5. What is the main reason the Neolithic Revolution is considered a turning point in world history?

(1) Fire was used as a source of energy for the first time.

(2) Spoken language was used to improve communication.

(3) Domestication of animals and cultivation of crops led to settled communities.

(4) Stone tools and weapons were first developed.

6. During which period did the domestication of animals and growing of crops first occur?

(1) Iron Age

(2) Old Stone Age

(3) Neolithic Revolution

(4) Scientific Revolution

(
Nile River Facts


The Nile River is about 6,695 km (4,160 miles) in length and is the longest river in Africa and in the world.


The river begins in the mountains of Africa and flows north to the Mediterranean Sea.


It was by the banks that one of the oldest civilizations in the world began.


The ancient Egyptians lived and farmed along the Nile, using the soil to produce food for themselves and their animals.











