Unit 1 - The Akkadians and the Babylonians
World History


          Name: ____________________

Oliver




 Date:   ____________________ 

  Years after the Sumerians built their city-states in Mesopotamia.  Sargon I united them.  He ruled a kingdom north of the Sumerians called Akkad.  Because his Akkadian army used bronze weapons, they were stronger than other armies.  For the first time in history, one person ruled Mesopotamia.  Sargon I ruled from around 2340 B.C. to 2305 B.C.  Sargon borrowed many ideas from the Sumerians, especially Sumerian writing or cuneiform.    He also repaired the canals and made the irrigation systems longer.  His army protected important trade routes.  However, soon after he died, Akkad collapsed.  
	The Akkadians:
	Facts:

	A- He united the city-states in Mesopotamia.  Name this ruler.


	

	B- He ruled a kingdom north of the Sumerians.  Name his kingdom.


	

	C- His army was very strong.  They used _________ weapons.  Name the metal. 


	

	D- His kingdom was vast or large.  Name the lands it covered.


	

	E- He ruled for many years.  State the dates of his kingdom.


	

	F- He borrowed many ideas from the Sumerians.  Name an important idea he borrowed from the Sumerians.


	


   Around 1800 B.C., a new city-state called Babylon arose.  People feared its powerful army.  Hammurabi, the king of Babylon, fought both the Akkadians and the Sumerians and won.  His kingdom stretched from the Persian Gulf northward through Mesopotamia.  Hammurabi built a giant ziggurat to honor the god Marduk.  He also built a wall around Babylon to protect it.  He improved roads and developed trade.  However, Hammurabi’s greatest contribution was the first written system of laws.  The Code of Hammurabi was the first written law code.  Everyone in the kingdom was expected to obey the laws.  And since the laws were written, people knew what the laws were.  The king could not arbitrarily change the laws.  Hammurabi ruled for nearly forty years.  The punishments for violating the laws were harsh and class divisions existed in the code (rich people could often pay money to escape physical punishment while poor people could not).  However, written laws are always preferable to laws that are not written and change with the ruler’s moods.
	The Babylonians:
	Facts:

	A- When did the city-state of Babylon arise or begin?


	

	B- Who was an important king of Babylon?


	

	C- Who did this powerful king fight?


	

	D- Where did his kingdom stretch?


	

	E- What is a ziggurat?


	

	F- Why did the king have a ziggurat built?


	


Why is Hammurabi remembered?

_____________________________________________________________ 

A- What is a law code? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B- How did Hammurabi’s Code treat people from different social classes (rich and poor people)?  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

C- Was the Code of Hammurabi harsh? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Excerpts or Passages from the Code of Hammurabi
· “If a man has stolen goods from a temple, or house, he shall be put to death; and he that has received the stolen property from him shall be put to death.”
· “If a man has stolen a child, he shall be put to death.”
· “If a man has committed highway robbery and has been caught, that man shall be put to death.”
· “If a man has married a wife and a disease has seized her, if he is determined to marry a second wife, he shall marry her. He shall not divorce the wife whom the disease has seized. In the home they made together she shall dwell, and he shall maintain her as long as she lives.”
· “If a son has struck his father, his hands shall be cut off.”
· “If a man has knocked out the eye of a patrician (a rich man), his eye shall be knocked out.”
· “If he has knocked out the eye of a plebeian or has broken the limb of a plebeian, he shall pay one mina of silver.”
Conclusions about the Code of Hammurabi:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 “If a man has knocked out the teeth of a man of the same rank, his own teeth shall be knocked out. If he has knocked out the teeth of a plebeian (commoner), he shall pay one-third of a mina of silver.”. . .

Code of Hammurabi

Which statement is supported by this excerpt from Hammurabi’s code of laws?

(1) All men are equal under the law.

(2) Fines are preferable to physical punishment.

(3) Law sometimes distinguishes between social classes.

(4) Violence must always be punished with violence.
