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The Renaissance was a period great intellectual and artistic creativity that began around 1350 in a few city-states in northern Italy and spread to other regions.  During the Renaissance, a new interest in learning about classical civilizations, especially those of ancient Greece and Rome developed as well as a new emphasis on the importance of the individual and the individual’s creativity. The word “Renaissance” is a French word that means “rebirth” and the Renaissance was a rebirth of learning.  In fact, the Renaissance marked the end of the Middle Ages in western Europe and the birth of a new era.  Indeed, the people of the Renaissance believed that the people of the Middle Ages were ignorant, meaning they had little knowledge or education.  One Renaissance writer called the Middle Ages the “Dark Ages.”  He thought that the “light of learning” had gone out in western Europe when Rome fell in 476 A.D.
[image: image1.png]


At the beginning of the Renaissance, Italy was made up of more than 200 separate city-states.  The city-states of Italy grew wealthy and powerful by controlling trade in the Mediterranean Sea.  Most of the trade routes from Asia passed through the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea.  Goods then went to the northern Italian city-states of Venice, Milan, Florence, and Genoa.  Because Italy was not united, each city-state had its own ruler.  Frequently, the city-states fought each other.  Nonetheless, wealth from trade allowed rulers to support and encourage artists.

1: What was the Renaissance and when did the Renaissance begin? ________________________________________ ________________________________________

________________________________________
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  Michelangelo,    Italy,     Leonardo Da Vinci,      Greeks and Romans,     Roman Catholic Church, Humanism,      Secularism, Reason, Trade,     Dark Ages,      Rebirth
2: What did Renaissance people consider important? _______________________ _______________________ ______________________ 

 3: Where did the Renaissance begin and why did the Renaissance begin there? ____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Renaissance produced two new important ideas: Humanism and Secularism.  Humanism is the belief that human actions, ideas, and works are important.  Humanists believed that every individual was important and possessed special talents and strengths.  During the Middle Ages, the individual was not important.  People were encouraged to get ready for life after death.  In fact, medieval people believed that happiness came only after death.  Renaissance humanists did not agree.  They believed that people should be happy while alive.  Humanists placed greater emphasis on the uniqueness and worth of each person.  They believed that people should be creative.  Humanists discovered that the Greeks and Romans had felt the same way they did.  Renaissance humanists searched libraries and monasteries for writings from the ancient Greeks and Romans.  In addition, they studied Greek and Latin languages to read these writings.  All this led to a rebirth, or renaissance, of learning and the belief in the importance of the individual.

During the Renaissance, there was also a growth of secularism.  Secularism is the act of looking at the world from a non-religious standpoint.  Secularists used observation and experience to explain the world.  They did not look to Church teachings for answers.  While humanists placed greater emphasis on the uniqueness and worth of each person, secularists placed greater emphasis on reason and observation.  The rise in secularism led to the birth of modern science.

4: State two beliefs developed during the Renaissance. _____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

5: Define and explain humanism. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7: Define and explain secularism. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8: Why did secularism give rise to modern science? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

“What a piece of work is a man, how noble in reason, how infinite in faculties, in form and moving how express and admirable, in action how like an angel, in apprehension how like a god!”  Shakespeare
Fill in the following acrostic with important names, events, places or vocabulary words of this period.
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E __________________________________________________
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