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Leonardo da Vinci:

[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.png]


  Leonardo da Vinci was a true Renaissance man.  Born in the small Italian village of Vinci in 1452, da Vinci had many interests and much skill.  Leonardo became an artist, scientist, engineer, and inventor.  In 1503, Leonardo completed his most famous painting, the Mona Lisa.  Another important painting was Leonardo’s Last Supper. As a scientist, Leonardo drew natural objects and in dozens of notebooks recorded what he saw.  He even dissected dead human bodies for study.  In his notebooks, he also drew a bicycle, canon, machine gun, submarine, flying machine, and even a parachute long before these items were ever invented.  
Michelangelo:
  Michelangelo was born near Florence in 1475.  At the age of 23, he became famous as a sculptor for his carving the Pieta.  The sculpture shows Mary, the mother of Jesus, holding his dead body.  Michelangelo also completed a statue of David.  When he was thirty-three, the pope asked him to paint the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican.  Michelangelo insisted that he was a sculptor and not a painter but the pope would not take no for an answer.  Michelangelo painted the ceiling while lying on his back, 80 feet above the floor.  It took four years to complete.  He painted more than 300 people and pictures on the ceiling.  
Perspective in Art: A Lesson from the Renaissance
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Machiavelli:

Machiavelli was a famous writer and historian.  He had a job as a secretary to a government council that traveled throughout Italy.  During these trips, Machiavelli met many rulers.  He wondered how they got and kept power.  As a result, he watched how they acted.  Based on what he saw, Machiavelli set up his own ideas about how to rule.  He stated them in a book titled The Prince.  He believed that for a ruler, the ends justify the means.  In other words, the usual rules for behavior do not apply to rulers.  Rulers must do whatever is necessary to maintain power.  Machiavelli believed that rulers should focus on power and success only.

William Shakespeare:

The ideas of the Renaissance eventually spread to other regions.  William Shakespeare wrote many plays whose popularity has endured for centuries.  His dramas include Hamlet, Macbeth, and Romeo and Juliet.  He explored the full range of human activities and emotions.  He was another great artist of the Renaissance.

Galileo Galilei:

Galileo Galilei rejected reliance on authorities and developed a more scientific method, which emphasized direct observation, measurement, and experimentation.  This great Renaissance scientist challenged the Roman Catholic Church when he supported Nicholas Copernicus’ thesis that the earth and the other planets revolved around the sun.  This contradicted Church teachings which stated that the earth was the center of the universe.  Of course, Copernicus and Galileo were correct!
Miguel de Cervantes:
Another leading writer of the Renaissance was Miguel de Cervantes, a Spanish writer.  He created the wonderful character of Don Quixote.  Cervantes published the first part of his novel, Don Quixote de la Mancha, in 1605.  Quixote sees himself as a knight who must right the wrongs of the world.  With his servant, Sancho Panza, he rides throughout Spain.  They have one adventure after another.  Don Quixote is a comic character.  People have loved Don Quixote for over 400 years.  Thanks to the creation of moveable type, a printing press, developed by Johann Gutenberg in the 1400s, books became more readily available.

1.  Who did Renaissance thinkers study?  Why? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
2.  Who was Machiavelli and why was he important? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Who was Leonardo da Vinci and what were his accomplishments? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What is perspective in art? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Who was Michelangelo and what were his accomplishments? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Why did Galileo Galilei get in trouble with the Roman Catholic Church? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Why did the scientific method often lead to conflict with the Roman Catholic Church? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Who was Cervantes and why is he remembered? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Who was William Shakespeare and why is he considered a great Renaissance writer? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. How does the Renaissance still influence us today? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

