Migrations:  Indo-European and Bantu

Assignment:
1. Divide your paper into three columns.

2. Label column 1 - Indo European, column 2 – Similarities, column 3 – Bantu.

3. Read all materials on the Indo Europeans and the Bantu (use your handouts and your text).

4. Complete the compare and contrast chart noting the similarities and differences between these two migrations.

5. Be sure to consider the following:

a. Starting date, duration, and speed of migration.

b. What was the geographic extent of the migration – see maps and be able to give some locations.

c. Importance of language in understanding the migration.

d. Economic livelihood.

e. What facilitated their conquering of others?

f. Were either or both strictly pastoralists or agriculturalists?

g. Do we know why they migrated?

h. Be sure to include any differences you read about or information from the article or book not asked for in the above questions, i.e. – stateless societies.

i. Metal usage (types)

j. Migrants related to each group and location, as well as their contributions (other than metals listed above).

Source:

Bentley, J. H. (2006). In Traditions and Encounters: A Global Perspective on the Past (3rd Edition ed., pp. 51-55; 80-83 and 485). McGraw-Hill.

The Indo-European and Bantu Migrations Reading

Part 1:  THE INDO-EUROPEAN MIGRATIONS
After 3000 B.C.E. Mesopotamia was a prosperous, productive region where peoples from many different communities mixed and mingled. But Mesopotamia was only one region in a much larger world of interaction and exchange. Mesopotamians and their neighbors all dealt frequently with peoples from regions far beyond southwest Asia. Among the most influential of these peoples in the third and second millennia B.C.E. were those who spoke various Indo-European languages. Their migrations throughout much of Eurasia profoundly influenced historical development in both southwest Asia and the larger world as well.

Indo-European Origins
Indo-European Languages

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, linguists noticed that many languages of Europe, southwest Asia, and India featured remarkable similarities in vocabulary and grammatical structure. Ancient languages displaying these similarities included Sanskrit (the sacred language of ancient India), Old Persian, Greek, and Latin. Mod​ern descendants of these languages include Hindi and other languages of northern India, Farsi (the language of modern Iran), and most European languages, excepting only a few, such as Basque, Finnish, and Hungarian. Because of the geographic regions where these tongues are found, scholars refer to them as Indo-European languages. Major subgroups of the Indo-European family of languages include Indo-Iranian, Greek, Balto-Slavic, Germanic, Italic, and Celtic. English belongs to the Germanic subgroup of the Indo-European family of languages.

After noticing linguistic similarities, scholars sought a way to explain the close relationship between the Indo-European languages. It was inconceivable that speakers of all these languages independently adopted similar vocabularies and grammatical struc​tures. The only persuasive explanation for the high degree of linguistic coincidence was that speakers of Indo-European languages were all descendants of ancestors who spoke a common tongue and migrated from their original homeland. As migrants established their own separate communities and lost touch with one another, their languages evolved along different lines, adding new words and expressing ideas in different ways. Yet they retained the basic grammatical structure of their original speech, and they also kept much of their ancestors' vocabulary, even though they often adopted different pronunciations (and consequently different spellings) of the words they inherited from the earliest Indo-European language.

	Similarities in Vocabulary Indicating Close Relationships Between Select Indo-European Languages

	English
	German
	Spanish
	Greek
	Latin
	Sanskrit

	Father
	Vater
	Padre
	Pater
	Pater
	Pitar

	One
	Ein
	Uno
	Hen
	Unus
	Ekam

	Fire
	Feuer
	Fuego
	Pyr
	Ignis
	Agnis

	Field
	Feld
	Campo
	Agros
	Ager
	Ajras

	Sun
	Sonne
	Sol
	Helios
	Sol
	Surya

	King
	König
	Rey
	Basileus
	Rex
	Raja

	God
	Gott
	Dios
	Theos
	Dues
	Devas


The Indo-European Homeland

The original homeland of Indo-European speakers was probably the steppe region of modern-day Ukraine and southern Russia, the region just north of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. The earliest Indo-European speakers built their society there between about 4500 and 2500 B.C.E. They lived mostly by herding cattle, sheep, and goats, while cultivating barley and millet at least in small quantities. They also hunted horses, which flourished in the vast grasslands of the Eurasian steppe stretching from Hungary in the west to Mongolia in the east.
Horses
Because they had observed horses closely and learned the animals' behavioral pat​terns, Indo-European speakers were able to domesticate horses about 4000 B.C.E. They probably used horses originally as a source of food, but they also began to ride them soon after domesticating them. By 3000 B.C.E. Sumerian knowledge of bronze metallurgy and wheels had spread north to the Indo-European homeland, and soon thereafter Indo-European speakers devised ways to hitch horses to carts, wagons, and chariots. The earliest Indo-European language had words not only for cattle, sheep, goats, and horses, but also for wheels, axles, shafts, harnesses, hubs, and linch​pins-all of the latter learned from Mesopotamian examples.

The possession of domesticated horses vastly magnified the power of Indo​-European speakers. Once they had domesticated horses, Indo-European speakers were able to exploit the grasslands of southern Russia, where they relied on horses and wheeled vehicles for transport and on cattle and sheep for meat, milk, and wool. Horses also enabled them to develop transportation technologies that were much faster and more efficient than alternatives that relied on cattle, donkey, or human power. Further​more, because of their strength and speed, horses provided Indo-European speakers with a tremendous military advantage over peoples they encountered. It is perhaps sig​nificant that many groups of Indo-European speakers considered themselves superior to other peoples: the terms Aryan, Iran, and Eire (the official name of the modern Republic of Ireland) all derive from the Indo-European word aryo, meaning "noble​man" or "lord."
Indo-European Expansion and Its Effects

The Nature of Indo-European Migrations
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Horses also provided Indo-European speakers with a means of expanding far beyond their original homeland. As they flourished in southern Russia, Indo-European speakers experienced a population explosion, which prompted some of them to move into the sparsely inhabited eastern steppe or even beyond the grasslands altogether. The earliest Indo-European society began to break up about 3000 B.C.E., as migrants took their horses and other animals and made their way to new lands. Intermittent migrations of Indo-European peoples continued until about 1000 C.E. Like early movements of other peoples, these were not mass migrations so much as gradual and incremental processes that resulted in the spread of Indo-European languages and ethnic communities, as small groups of people established settlements in new lands, which then became foun​dations for further expansion.
The Hittites

The most influential Indo-European migrants in ancient times were the Hittites. About 1900 B.C.E. the Hittites migrated to the central plain of Anatolia, where they imposed their language and rule on the region's inhabitants. During the seventeenth and sixteenth centuries B.C.E., they built a powerful kingdom and established close re​lations with Mesopotamian peoples. They traded with Babylonians and Assyrians, adapted cuneiform writing to their Indo-European language, and accepted many Mesopotamian deities into their own pantheon. In 1595 B.C.E. the Hittites toppled the mighty Babylonian empire of Mesopotamia, and for several centuries thereafter they were the dominant power in southwest Asia. Between 1450 and 1200 B.C.E. their authority extended to eastern Anatolia, northern Mesopotamia, and Syria down to Phoenicia. After 1200 B.C.E. the unified Hittite state dissolved, as waves of invaders at​tacked societies throughout the eastern Mediterranean region. Nevertheless, a Hittite identity survived, along with the Hittite language, throughout the era of the Assyrian empire and beyond.
War Chariots
The Hittites were responsible for two technological innovations - the construc​tion of light, horse-drawn war chariots and the refinement of iron metallurgy - that greatly strengthened their own society and influenced other peoples throughout much of the ancient world. Sumerian armies had sometimes used heavy chariots with solid wooden wheels, but they were so slow and cumbersome that they had limited military value. About 2000 B.C.E. Hittites fitted chariots with recently invented spoked wheels, which were much lighter and more maneuverable than Sumerian wheels. The Hittites' speedy chariots were crucial in their campaign to establish a state in Anatolia. Following the Hittites' example, Mesopotamians soon added char​iot teams to their own armies, and Assyrians made especially effective use of chariots in building their empire. Indeed, chariot warfare was so effective-and its techniques spread so widely-that charioteers became the elite strike forces in armies through​out much of the ancient world from Rome to China.

Iron Metallurgy

After about 1300 B.C.E. the Hittites also refined the technology of iron metal​lurgy, which enabled them to produce effective weapons cheaply and in large quanti​ties. Other peoples had tried casting iron into molds, but cast iron was too brittle for use as tools or weapons. Hittite craftsmen discovered that by heating iron in a bed of charcoal, then hammering it into the desired shape, they could forge tough, strong implements. Hittite methods of iron production diffused rapidly-especially after the collapse of their kingdom in 1200 B.C.E. and the subsequent dispersal of Hittite craftsmen-and eventually spread throughout all of Eurasia. (Peoples of sub-Saharan Africa independently invented iron metallurgy.) Hittites were not the original inven​tors either of horse-drawn chariots or of iron metallurgy: in both cases they built on Mesopotamian precedents. But in both cases they clearly improved on existing tech​nologies and introduced innovations that other peoples readily adopted.

Indo-European Migrations to the East

While the Hittites were building a state in Anatolia, other Indo-European speak​ers migrated from the steppe to different regions. Some went east into central Asia, venturing as far as the Tarim Basin (now western China) by 2000 B.C.E. Stunning evidence of these migrations came to light recently when archaeologists excavated burials of individuals with European features in China's Xinjiang province. Because of the region's extremely dry atmosphere, the remains of some deceased individuals are so well preserved that their fair skin, light hair, and brightly colored garments are still clearly visible. Descendants of these migrants survived in central Asia and spoke Indo-European languages until well after 1000 C.E., but most of them were later ab​sorbed into societies of Turkish-speaking peoples.

Indo-European Migrations to the West

Meanwhile, other Indo-European migrants moved west. One wave of migration took Indo-European speakers into Greece after 2200 B.C.E., with their descendants moving into central Italy by 1000 B.C.E. Another migratory wave established an Indo​-European presence farther to the west. By 2300 B.C.E. some Indo-European speakers had made their way from southern Russia into central Europe (modern Germany and Austria), by 1200 B.C.E. to western Europe (modern France), and shortly thereafter to the British Isles, the Baltic region, and the Iberian peninsula. These migrants de​pended on a pastoral and agricultural economy: none of them built cities or organized large states. For most of the first millennium B.C.E., however, Indo-European Celtic peoples largely dominated Europe north of the Mediterranean, speaking related lan​guages and honoring similar deities throughout the region. They recognized three principal social groups: a military ruling elite, a small group of priests, and a large class of commoners. Most of the commoners tended herds and cultivated crops, but some also worked as miners, craftsmen, or producers of metal goods. Even without large states, Celtic peoples traded copper, tin, and handicrafts throughout much of Europe.
Indo-European Migrations to the South

Yet another, later wave of migrations established an Indo-European presence in Iran and India. About 1500 B.C.E the Medes and Persians migrated into the Iranian plateau, while the Aryans began filtering into northern India. Like the Indo-European Celts in Europe, the Medes, Persians, and Aryans herded animals, cultivated grains, and divided themselves into classes of rulers, priests, and commoners. Unlike the Celts, though, the Medes, Persians, and Aryans soon built powerful states (discussed in later chapters) on the basis of their horse-based military technologies and later their posses​sion also of iron weapons.
Part 2:  BANTU MIGRATIONS AND EARLY AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES OF SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

Like their counterparts in southwest Asia, Egyptian and Nubian societies participated in a much larger world of interaction and exchange. Mesopotamian societies devel​oped under the strong influences of long-distance trade, diffusions of technological innovations, the spread of cultural traditions, and the far-flung migrations of Semitic and Indo-European peoples. Similarly, quite apart from their dealings with southwest Asian and Mediterranean peoples, Egyptian and Nubian societies developed in the context of widespread interaction and exchange in sub-Saharan Africa. The most prominent processes unfolding in sub-Saharan Africa during ancient times were the migrations of Bantu-speaking peoples and the establishment of agricultural societies in regions where Bantu speakers settled. Just as Sudanic agriculture spread to the Nile valley and provided an economic foundation for the development of Egyptian and Nubian societies, it also spread to most other regions of Africa south of the Sahara and supported the emergence of distinctive agricultural societies.

The Dynamics of Bantu Expansion
The Bantu

Among the most influential peoples of sub-Saharan Africa in ancient times were those who spoke Bantu languages. The original Bantu language was one of many related tongues in the larger Niger-Congo family of languages widely spoken in west Africa after 4000 B.C.E. (Niger-Congo languages include also those spoken by Mande, Kru, Wolof, Yoruba, Igbo, and other peoples.) The earliest Bantu speakers inhabited a region embracing the eastern part of modern Nigeria and the southern part of modern Cameroon. Members of this community referred to themselves as bantu (meaning "per​sons" or "people"). The earliest Bantu speakers settled mostly along the banks of rivers, which they navigated in canoes, and in open areas of the region's forests. They culti​vated yams and oil palms, which first came under cultivation by early agricultural peo​ples in the western Sudan, and in later centuries they also adopted crops that reached them from the eastern and central Sudan, particularly millet and sorghum. They also kept goats and raised guinea fowl. They lived in clan-based villages headed by chiefs who conducted religious rituals and represented their communities in dealings with neighboring villages. They traded regularly with hunting and gathering peoples who inhabited the tropical forests. Formerly called pygmies, these peoples are now referred to as forest peoples. Bantu cultivators provided these forest peoples with pottery and stone axes in exchange for meat, honey, and other forest products.

Bantu Migrations

Unlike most of their neighbors, the Bantu displayed an early readiness to migrate to new territories. By 3000 B.C.E. they were slowly spreading south into the west African forest, and after 2000 B.C.E. they expanded rapidly to the south to​ward the Congo River basin and east toward the Great Lakes, absorbing local populations of hunting, gathering, and fishing peoples into their own agricultural so​cieties. Over the centuries, as some groups of Bantu speakers settled and others moved on to new territo​ries, their languages differentiated into more than five hundred distinct but related tongues. (Today, more than ninety million people speak Bantu languages, which collectively constitute the most prominent family of languages in sub-Saharan Africa.) Like the Indo​-European migrations discussed earlier, the Bantu migrations were not mass movements of peoples. In​stead, they were intermittent and incremental processes that resulted in the gradual spread of Bantu languages and ethnic communities, as small groups moved to new territories and established settlements, which then became foundations for further expansion. By 1000 C.E. Bantu-speaking peoples occupied most of Africa south of the equator.

The precise motives of the early Bantu migrants remain shrouded in the mists of time, but it seems likely that population pressures drove the migrations.
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Two features of Bantu society were especially important for the earliest migrations. First, Bantu peoples made effective use of canoes in traveling the networks of the Niger, Congo, and other rivers. Canoes enabled Bantu to travel rapidly up and down the rivers, leapfrogging established communities and establishing new settlements at invit​ing spots on riverbanks. Second, agricultural surpluses enabled the Bantu population to increase more rapidly than the populations of hunting, gathering, and fishing peo​ples whom they encountered as they moved into new regions. When settlements grew uncomfortably large and placed strains on available resources, small groups left their parent communities and moved to new territories. Sometimes they moved to new sites along the rivers, but they often moved inland as well, encroaching on territories occu​pied by forest peoples. Bantu migrants placed pressures on the forest dwellers, and they most likely clashed with them over land resources. They learned a great deal about local environments from the forest peoples, however, and they also continued to trade regularly with them. Indeed, they often intermarried and absorbed forest peoples into Bantu agricultural society.

Iron and Migration

After about 1000 B.C.E., the pace of Bantu migrations quickened, as Bantu peoples began to produce iron tools and weapons. Iron tools enabled Bantu cultivators to clear land and expand the zone of agriculture more effectively than before, while iron weapons strengthened the hand of Bantu groups against adversaries and competitors for lands or other resources. Thus iron metallurgy supported rapid population growth among the Bantu while also lending increased momentum to their continuing migra​tions, which in turn facilitated the spread of iron metallurgy throughout most of sub​-Saharan Africa.
Early Agricultural Societies of Sub-Saharan Africa
Several smaller migrations took place alongside the spread of Bantu peoples in sub-​Saharan Africa. Between 3500 and 1000 B.C.E., southern Kushite herders pushed into parts of east Africa (modern-day Kenya and Tanzania), while Sudanese cultiva​tors and herders moved into the upper reaches of the Nile River (now southern Sudan and northern Uganda). Meanwhile, Mande-speaking peoples who cultivated African rice established communities along the Atlantic estuaries of west Africa, and other peoples speaking Niger-Congo languages spread the cultivation of okra from forest regions throughout much of west Africa.

Spread of Agriculture

Among the most important effects of Bantu and other migrations was the estab​lishment of agricultural societies throughout most of sub-Saharan Africa. Between 1000 and 500 B.C.E., cultivators extended the cultivation of yams and grains deep into east and south Africa (modern-day Kenya, Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and South Africa), while herders introduced sheep and cattle to the region. About the same time, Bantu and other peoples speaking Niger-Congo languages spread the intensive cultivation of yams, oil palms, millet, and sorghum throughout west and central Africa while also introducing sheep, pigs, and cattle to the region. By the late centuries B.C.E., agriculture had reached almost all of sub-Saharan Africa except for densely forested regions and deserts.

As cultivation and herding spread throughout sub-Saharan Africa, agricultural peoples built distinctive societies and cultural traditions. Most Bantu and other peoples as well lived in communities of a few hundred individuals led by chiefs. Many peoples recognized groups known as age sets, or age grades, consisting of individuals born within a few years of one another. Members of each age set jointly assumed responsibil​ity for tasks appropriate to their levels of strength, energy, maturity, and experience. During their early years, for example, members of an age set might perform light public chores. At maturity, members jointly underwent elaborate initiation rites that intro​duced them to adult society. Older men cultivated fields and provided military service, while women tended to domestic chores and sometimes traded at markets. In later years, members of age sets served as community leaders and military officers.
Religious Beliefs

African cultivators and herders also developed distinctive cultural and religious traditions. Both Sudanic and Niger-Congo peoples (including Bantu speakers), for example, held monotheistic religious beliefs by 5000 B.C.E. Sudanic peoples recog​nized a single, impersonal divine force that they regarded as the source of both good and evil. They believed that this divine force could take the form of individual spirits, and they often addressed the divine force through prayers to intermediary spirits. The divine force itself, however, was ultimately responsible for rewards and punish​ments meted out to human beings. For their part, Niger-Congo peoples recognized a single god originally called Nyamba who created the world and established the principles that would govern its development, then stepped back and allowed the world to proceed on its own. Individuals did not generally address this distant cre​ator god directly but, rather, offered their prayers to ancestor spirits and local territo​rial spirits believed to inhabit the world and influence the fortunes of living humans. Proper attention to these spirits would ensure them good fortune, they believed, while their neglect would bring punishment or adversity from disgruntled spirits.

Individual communities did not always hold religious beliefs in the precise forms just outlined. Rather, they frequently borrowed elements from other communities and adapted their beliefs to changing circumstances or fresh understandings of the world. Migrations of Bantu and other peoples in particular resulted in a great deal of cultural mixing and mingling, and religious beliefs often spread to new communities in the wake of population movements. After 1000 B.C.E., for example, as they en​countered Sudanic peoples and their reverence of a single divine force that was the source of good and evil, many Bantu peoples associated the god Nyamba with good​ness. As a result, this formerly distant creator god took on a new moral dimension that brought him closer to the lives of individuals. Thus changing religious beliefs sometimes reflected widespread interactions among African societies.
African Political Organization
By 1000 C.E., after more than two millennia of migrations, the Bantu had approached the limits of their expansion. Because agricultural peoples already occupied most of the continent, migrating into new territories and forming new settlements was much more difficult than in previous centuries. Instead of migrating in search of new lands to cultivate, then, African peoples developed increasingly complex forms of government that enabled them to organize their existing societies more efficiently.
Kin-Based Societies
Scholars have sometimes used the terms stateless society and segmentary society to refer to one form of social organization widely prevalent in Africa during and after the Bantu migrations. Although somewhat misleading, since they seem to imply that early Bantu societies had little or no government, these terms accurately reflect the fact that early Bantu societies did not depend on an elaborate hierarchy of officials or a bureaucratic apparatus to administer their affairs. Instead, Bantu peoples governed themselves mostly through family and kinship groups.
Bantu peoples usually settled in villages with populations averaging about one hundred people. Male heads of families constituted a village's ruling council, which decided the public affairs for the entire group. The most prominent of the family heads presided over the village as a chief and represented the settlement when it dealt with neighboring peoples. A group of villages constituted a district, which became the principal focus of ethnic loyalties. Usually there was no chief or larger government for the district. Instead, village chiefs negotiated on matters concerning two or more villages. Meanwhile, within individual villages, family and kinship groups disciplined their own members as necessary.

This type of organization lends itself particularly well to small-scale communities, but kin-based societies often grew to large proportions. Some networks of villages and districts organized the public affairs of several hundred thousand people. By the nineteenth century, for example, the Tiv people of Nigeria, numbering almost one million, conducted their affairs in a kin-based society built on a foundation of family and clan groups.

Part 3: ADDITIONAL READINGS AND NOTES
Indo-European Migrations

· Semi-nomadic peoples from the steppes (north of Caucasus)

· Herded cattle, sheep, goats and also tamed horses and rode into battle in two-wheeled chariots.

· Lived in tribes and spoke a form of the language that we call Indo-European (ancestor of many of the modern languages of Europe.

· Began to migrate in all directions between 1700 and 1200 B.C.E. – occurred over a long period of time.

Hittites:

· About 2000 B.C.E. occupied Anatolia (Asia Minor)

· Dominated Southwest Asia (Mesopotamia) for 450 years.

· Blended their own culture with those of other, more advanced peoples (EX: Babylonian culture) and spread many innovative ideas throughout Southwest Asia.

· Legal code similar to Hammurabi’s Code but more forgiving.

· Excelled in technology

· Excelled in warfare – superior chariots and iron weapons.

· First in Southwest Asia to smelt iron and harden it into weapons.

· Hittite empire fell suddenly about 1190 B.C.E. – invasions from the north.

Aryans:

· About the same time as the Hittites were establishing themselves in Anatolia, the Aryans crossed over the mountains into the Indus River Valley.

· Left almost no archaeological record, sacred literature – Vedas – left a record of Aryan life.

· Differences between Aryans and the indigenous inhabitants developed in the caste system.

· Aryans divided into 3 groups – Brahmins (priests), warriors, and peasants or traders.

· 3 groups mixed freely at first – non-Aryan laborers or craftsmen (shudras) formed the 4th group.

· As the Aryans settled in India and developed closer contacts with non-Aryans, class restrictions became very rigid.

· The 4 basic castes grew more complex with hundreds of subdivisions – born into cast which determined the work they did, man or woman they could marry, people with whom they could eat, etc..

· Untouchable caste develops – impure – butchers, gravediggers, trash collectors.

· Aryan kingdoms spread across India – dominate kingdom was the Magadha.

· Aryan movement south is told in the Mahabharata, an epic poem with 106,000 verses.  Main character is Krishna, a semi-divine hero—eventually important part in the development of a new religion – Hinduism.

Migrations:

Types of migration

· Permanent - Group leaves one area for another and does not return

· Temporary-usually seasonal and associated with nomadic peoples.

· Voluntary--people choose to move (ex. Europeans to Americas)

· Forced--people forced to move (ex. African slaves to Americas)

Catalysts for migration - Usually a combination of factors

· Economic conditions – poverty / perceived opportunities in destinations

· Political conditions - oppressive regimes, migrations driven by politics

· May be an escape (person's choice to leave)

· May be an expulsion (forced to leave)

· Armed Conflict and civil war (refugees)

· Environmental conditions

· Climatic changes

· Environmental crisis - earthquakes, volcanoes, floods

· Culture and traditions

· fear that a political change will lead to destruction of culture

Factors of Migration:

Push factors - conditions that force people to leave

Pull factors - Circumstances that attract people to certain locales
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