Mughal: Warrior Empire

Answer the following questions while watching the film.
1. What were some of the items native to India that Europeans desired to possess?

2. Who were the Mughals? What advantage did they have over other would-be invaders?

3. Babur, the leader of the Mughals, is called a “born warrior.” What does this mean?

4. What type of weapons did they use and why was it so important (compare to the English Longbow)?

5. What kind of lifestyle did the Mughals have prior to conquering India?

6. What did it mean to say that the water garden was a “palace without walls?” What events took place there?

7. What kinds of knowledge and technology did the Mughals need in order to build their water gardens?

8. What events weakened the Mughals hold on India after 1530? Why?

9. What were the advantages of using elephants in war?

10. Describe the armor worn by the elephants during Akbar’s time.

11. Describe the social conditions under which elephant armor was created.

12. Why did Akbar continue to lay siege to the Rajput garrison for months even though he did not seem to be making progress?
13. According to some accounts, how did Akbar finally break the deadlock between his forces and the Rajput warriors?

14. How did Akbar treat the civilians in Rajasthan in the aftermath of his victory?

15. What weapon(s) was/were important to Akbar’s victory?

16. Why did Akbar choose such a remote location for his new capital city?  What was it called? What were the benefits of its location?
17. What were the disadvantages of the capital’s location?

18. Akbar is described as a “nomad in his soul.” How did the imperial city reveal this?

19. What part did religion play in the culture of the capital?

20. What as the key to Jahan’s success?

21. What step did Shah Jahan take to consolidate his power once he became emperor?

22. How did Shah Jahan perceive himself? How did his life reflect this (think throne)?

23. Why did Shah Jahan invest so heavily in the appearance of his court?

24. Why did Shah Jahan commission the building of the Taj Mahal?  What was its purpose?

25. What is the Taj Mahal made of? (ie. Is it made of 1 material or different materials)

26. What is the legend of the 2 Taj Mahals? What has recently been discovered (1990s-the truth)?

27. What major events occurred in the last decade of Shah Jahan’s rule?

28. Who emerged victorious from the battle for succession following Shah Jahan’s retirement and how?

29. How did the events/circumstances of the fight for control shape Aurangzeb’s policies over the next 30 years?

30. Who were the Marathas?  What were their advantages?

31. Why was Aurangzeb intent on conquering the Deccan region?

32. What did Aurangzeb accomplish during his rule?
33. How did Aurangzeb manage to capture Golconda?
34. What circumstances gave Europeans the opportunity to gain control over India?
35. What weapon did Tipu Sultan have that they used against the British?  Why were they so effective?
36. Why did the British feel it was necessary to exile the Mughal emperor, given the position of the Mughals in 1858?

