Purges, Gulags, and Five-Year Plans

Name: _______________________ 

Date:  _______________________ 
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Translation: "The Spirit of Great Lenin and His Victorious Banner inspires us during this Great Patriotic War" (Joseph Stalin)"

    1. Question: How and why did Stalin succeed Lenin? ________________________________________________________________________ 
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  Excerpt adapted from pbs.org





    “Stalin (1879-1953) was born into a (poor) family in a…village in Georgia…Sent by his mother to the seminary in Tiflis (now Tbilisi), the capital of Georgia, to study to become a priest, the young Stalin never completed his education, and was instead soon completely drawn into the city's active revolutionary circles…In 1922, Stalin was appointed…as General Secretary of the Communist Party's Central Committee. Stalin understood that "cadres are everything": if you control the personnel, you control the organization…He shrewdly used his new position to consolidate power in exactly this way--by controlling all appointments, setting agendas, and moving around Party staff in such a way that eventually everyone who counted for anything owed their position to him…After Lenin's death in 1924, Stalin methodically went about destroying all the old leaders of the Party…Stalin switched tactics, culminating in a vast reign of terror and spectacular show trials in the 1930s during which the founding fathers of the Soviet Union were one by one unmasked as "enemies of the people"… and summarily shot…The purges, or "repressions" as they are known in Russia, extended far beyond the Party elite, reaching down into every local Party cell and nearly all of the intellectual professions, since anyone with a higher education was suspected of being a potential counterrevolutionary. This depleted the Soviet Union of its brainpower, and left Stalin as the sole intellectual force in the country--an expert on virtually every human endeavor.”








Excerpt adapted from gulaghistory.org





  “Millions of innocent people were incarcerated in the GULAG, serving sentences of five to twenty years of hard labor. Prisoners in camps worked outdoors and in mines, in arid regions and the Arctic Circle, without adequate clothing, tools, shelter, food, or even clean water. We will never know how many prisoners suffered from starvation, illness, violence, and cold; an immense number of people died. More people passed through the


GULAG, for a much longer period of time, than through


Nazi concentration camps; yet, the GULAG is still not nearly as well known.  The Nazi concentration camps and the GULAG differ in a very important way…The GULAG was used as a weapon of ongoing political control over one country…The GULAG system did not target any particular group of people: in fact all ethnic groups, nationalities and religions were imprisoned. Moreover, if a prisoner managed to somehow survive his or her sentence, he or she would be released at the end of it.”











Excerpt adapted from nps.gov


  “‘Gulag’ was the acronym for the Soviet bureaucratic institution Glavnoe Upravlenie ispravitel'no-trudovykh Lagerie (Main Administration of Corrective Labor Camps). This branch of the secret police oversaw the Soviet forced labor camps and internal exile system. Between the Russian Revolution in 1917 and the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, some 25 million people were held in the Gulag System. The combination of endemic violence, extreme climate, hard labor, meager food rations, and unsanitary conditions led to extremely high death rates.”








“Death is the solution to all problems – no man, no problem.”


~ Joseph Stalin





Question:


2. What was the GULAG? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 





3. How many Soviets were held in the Gulag System? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 





4. Why was the death rate extremely high in the Gulag System? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 





5. How did the Gulag System differ from the Concentration Camps? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 





  Excerpt adapted from Fordham.edu





Between 1928 and 1933, Stalin inaugurated the First and Second Five-Year Plans to achieve his goal of rapid industrialization. In many respects he was successful - by 1939 the USSR was behind only the United States and Germany in industrial output. The human costs, however, were enormous.





  “We have assumed power in a country whose technical equipment is terribly backward. Along with a few big industrial units more or less based upon modem technology, we have hundreds and thousands of mills and factories the technical equipment of which is beneath all criticism from the point of view of modem achievements. At the same time we have around us a number of capitalist countries whose industrial technique is far more developed and up-to-date than that of our country. Look at the capitalist countries and you will see that their technology is not only advancing, but advancing by leaps and bounds, outstripping the old forms of industrial technique. And so we find that, on the one hand, we in our country have the most advanced system, the Soviet system, and the most advanced type of state power in the world, Soviet power, while, on the other hand, our industry, which should be the basis of socialism and of Soviet power, is extremely backward technically. Do you think that we can achieve the final victory of socialism in our country so long as this contradiction exists?”








  This Soviet worker appeared on the cover of Time Magazine.  He extracted fourteen more times than his quota and represented the spirit of Stalin’s Five-Year Plans: to industrialize the Soviet Union as quickly as possible!





Questions:


6. Why was this Soviet Worker on the cover of Time Magazine in 1935? 





 


7. What was the purpose of Stalin’s Five-Year Plans? 








8. According to Stalin, what problem faced the Soviet Union? 








9. How did Stalin’s Five-Year Plans benefit the Soviet people?  








10. How did Stalin’s Five-Year Plans harm the Soviet people? 





Excerpt adapted from Britannica.com





“Collectivization was a policy adopted by the Soviet government, pursued most intensively between 1929 and 1933, to transform traditional agriculture in the Soviet Union and to reduce the economic power of the kulaks (prosperous peasants). Under collectivization, the peasantry was forced to give up their individual farms and join large collective farms (kolkhozy). The process was ultimately undertaken in conjunction with the campaign to industrialize the Soviet Union rapidly…Harsh measures—including land confiscations, arrests, and deportations to prison camps—were inflicted upon all peasants who resisted collectivization…But the peasants objected violently to abandoning their private farms. In many cases, before joining the kolkhozy they slaughtered their livestock and destroyed their equipment…By 1936 the government had collectivized almost all the peasantry. But in the process millions of those who had offered resistance had been deported to prison… Furthermore, the absence of heavy agricultural machinery and of the horses and cattle that the peasants had killed seriously handicapped the new collective farms.  Output fell…this caused a major famine in the countryside (1932–33) and the deaths of millions of peasants.”

















Ekaterina Zernova: �Collective Farm Workers Greeting the Tank (1937)





11. Who were the kulaks? 











12. What was collectivization? 











13. Why were the kulaks opposed to collectivization? 





 


14. How did some peasants show their opposition to collectivization? 








15. How did the Soviet government treat resisters? 





 


16. What factors led to famine in the Soviet Union? 








17. What had Lenin promised before the revolution (from previous lesson)? 








18. Why did many peasants join the revolution? 








19. Why did collectivization appear as a betrayal to many peasants? 








20. Does the painting reveal peasants’ true feelings towards the collectives?








