Bolsheviks, a Tsar, and a Revolution in Russia
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  The Russian people were discontented.  Russia had been defeated by Japan in the Russo-Japanese War in 1905 and Tsar Nicholas II was an autocratic ruler.  When protesters led by a priest gathered before the tsar’s winter palace, palace guards fired on the crowd killing hundreds.  Afterwards, the tsar allowed his subjects to elect a duma or parliament but he gave it no power.  With the advent of World War I, the Russian people experienced defeats, losses, and food shortages.  To make matters worse, the tsar’s German-born wife seemed to be under the spell of Rasputin, a self-proclaimed religious man who seemed to stop the deadly bleeding episodes of the tsar’s son who suffered from hemophilia.  Finally, by March 1917, moderate leaders like Prince George Lvov and Alexander Kerensky took control of a provisional government forcing the tsar to abdicate.  However, these leaders stayed in the war.  Finally, in November 1917, a second revolution occurred.  It was led by Vladimir I. Lenin and promised peace, bread, and land.  As a follower of Karl Marx, Lenin transformed Russia.  He took Russia out of the war, fought a bloody civil war between the Reds and Whites, and established a Communist dictatorship.  In 1918, the tsar and his family were executed.  The Soviet Union had been born.








Russian cartoon showing how Rasputin        dominated the Royal Court (1916) 








Questions:


1: Why were the Russian people discontented in 1905? ____________________________________ 


2: What happened outside the tsar’s winter palace? ____________________________________ 


3: How did World War I increase the discontent of the Russian people? ____________________________________ 


4: Who was Rasputin and why did he have so much influence in the tsar’s family? ____________________________________ �5: What happened in March 1917? ____________________________________ 


6: Why did Alexander Kerensky’s provisional government lose support? ____________________________________ 


7: What happened in November 1917? ____________________________________ 


8: What did Lenin promise the Russian people? ____________________________________ 


9: How did Lenin change Russia? _____________________________________








  Excerpt adapted from fordham.edu


Lenin: Call to Power, Oct 24, 1917





  “…With all my might I urge comrades to realize that everything now hangs by a thread; that we are confronted by problems which are not to be solved by conferences or congresses (even congresses of Soviets), but exclusively by peoples, by the masses, by the struggle of the armed people…





  We must at all costs, this very evening, this very night, arrest the government…We must not wait! We may lose everything...All districts, all regiments, all forces must be mobilized at once…with the insistent demand that under no circumstances should power be left in the hands of Kerensky and Co.... 





  History will not forgive revolutionaries for procrastinating … If we seize power today; we seize it not in opposition to the Soviets but on their behalf.  The seizure of power is the business of the uprising…It would be an infinite crime on the part of the revolutionaries were they to let the chance slip, knowing that the salvation of the revolution, the offer of peace, the salvation of Petrograd, salvation from famine, the transfer of the land to the peasants depend upon them. 


The government is tottering. It must be given the death-blow at all costs.”








Questions:


1: Who was Vladimir I. Lenin? ________________________________ 


2: Explain the meaning of “A Call to Power”. ________________________________ 


3. According to Lenin, how can the Russian people’s problems be solved? ________________________________


4: Why can the Russian people not wait? ________________________________ 


5: Who was Kerensky? ________________________________ 


6: What revolutionaries will history not forgive according to Lenin? ________________________________ 


7: What benefits will the revolution bring to the Russian people according to Lenin? ________________________________ 


8: Why must the government receive “the death-blow at all costs” according to Lenin? ________________________________


9: Why do you think the Bolshevik promise of peace, bread, and land appealed greatly to the Russian people? ________________________________ 


10: Explain the meaning of Lenin’s quote. ________________________________








“A revolution is impossible without a revolutionary situation; furthermore, not every revolutionary situation leads to revolution.” ~ Vladimir I. Lenin








Question:


1: Why did a civil war begin in Russia? ______________________ 


2: Who were the Reds? ______________________ 


3: Who were the Whites? ______________________


4: What were the Reds’ advantages? ______________________


5: What difficulties faced the Whites? ______________________ 


6: What critical mistake did the Whites make? ______________________ 


7: Who were the White armies’ most effective fighters? ______________________ 


8: How did these fighters increase the likelihood of the White armies’ defeat? ______________________ 


9: What lessons can be learned from Russia’s civil war? ______________________





Excerpt adapted from bbc.co.uk





  “During the civil war thus unleashed by the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk the Bolsheviks (Reds), who controlled Petrograd, Moscow and the central Russian heartland, soon found themselves surrounded by hostile forces (Whites) - made up of the more conservative elements in Russia - who launched a series of campaigns in 1919 that threatened to crush the revolution…


 


  The Reds, however…survived, and by late 1920 had driven the Whites back into the Black Sea, the Baltic and the Pacific - causing hundreds of thousands of White soldiers and civilians to emigrate…


The Reds were able to take advantage of internal lines of communication and could utilize the railways, arsenals and the economy of the most populous provinces of the former empire. In this way they managed to arm, man and maneuver an army that by 1921 had grown to almost five million soldiers.


  The Whites, in contrast, never commanded forces totaling more than 250,000 men at one time, were separated from each other by huge distances, and were based around the less developed peripheries of Russia. Also, crucially, the Whites underestimated the Bolsheviks' capacity to resist…


  The White armies, in contrast, exhibited only brutality, venality, disorder and a lack of political and military direction. Even their most effective fighters, the Cossacks, were more interested in booty and in securing their own regional autonomy than in driving Lenin from the Kremlin.”








“Attention, must be devoted principally to raising the workers to the level of revolutionaries; it is not at all our task to descend to the level of the ‘working masses.’” ~ Vladimir I. Lenin





Excerpt adapted from eyewitnesstohistory.com





"We must shoot them all tonight." 





Pavel Medvedev was a member of the squad of soldiers guarding the royal family. He describes what happened: 





"…Yurovsky said to me, 'we must shoot them all tonight; so notify the guards not to be alarmed if they hear shots.' I understood, therefore, that Yurovsky had it in his mind to shoot the whole of the Tsar's family, as well as the doctor and the servants who lived with them, but I did not ask him where or by whom the decision had been made... About midnight Yurovsky woke up the Tsar's family… Shortly after one o'clock a.m., the Tsar, the Tsaritsa, their four daughters, the maid, the doctor, the cook and the waiters left their rooms. The Tsar carried the heir in his arms…One chair was given to the Emperor, one to the Empress, and the third to the heir…It seemed as if all of them guessed their fate, but not one of them uttered a single sound…I saw that all the members of the Tsar's family were lying on the floor with many wounds in their bodies.











Questions:


1: Why do you think the Bolsheviks ordered the execution of the tsar and his family? _____________________________________ 


2: How were the tsar and his family executed? _____________________________________





Excerpt adapted from cnn.com


“…One of the most enduring mysteries of the 20th century has been put to rest: DNA analysis of bone fragments has proven that two of Czar Nicholas' children believed to have escaped were killed with their royal family during the Russian Revolution.


The chemically damaged and burnt remains were found in the Romanov family's makeshift grave outside the city of Yekaterinburg, Russia, in 2007.  In 2008, scientists used bone and tooth fragments to identify the remains as those of the two missing children of Czar Nicholas II: 13-year-old Crown Prince Alexei, the emperor's only son and heir to the throne, and his sister Grand Duchess Maria, about 19.”











