

















The Grand Canal





The Grand Canal was completed by Sui Wendi. It connects the Huang He and the Yangtze River. It was vital route for trade between the northern cities and the rice-producing region.





Tea





Just as Buddhists adopted use of the image of the Buddha at the Indian end of the Silk Route, so in Western China they adopted drinking tea, which also became part of their practice. Tea was employed by the Buddhists as an aid to meditation and as a focus of many ceremonies. Wherever they went, Buddhists carried a taste for tea along with them.  Tea as a drink prospered during the Tang Dynasty, and tea shops became popular.





Fast-Ripening Rice





The Tang made use of a new strain of fast-ripening rice that allowed the production of two crops per year. China's population about 600 C.E. was about 45 million, but by 1200 it had risen to about 115 million. This growth occurred partly because of the agricultural revolution, but also because distribution of food improved with better transportation systems.





Paper Money





The Chinese invented paper money in the 9th century AD.  Its original name was 'flying money' because it was so light it could blow out of one's hand. In 1024, the Song government took over the printing of paper money and used it as a medium of exchange backed by deposited metal coins.





Expansion of Trade by Sea 





Chinese merchants relied increasingly on ocean trade. Chinese advances in sailing technology, including use of the magnetic compass, made it possible for sea trade to expand. During the Song period, China developed into the greatest sea power in the world. Up and down China's long coastline, the largest port cities in the world bustled with international trade. They sailed across the Indian Ocean to India, the Persian Gulf, and even the coast of Africa.





Poetry





The Tang period produced great poetry. Two of its most celebrated poets were Li Bo, who wrote about life's pleasures, and Du Fu, who praised orderliness and Confucian virtues. Du Fu also wrote critically about war and the hardships of soldiers.





Painting





During imperial times in China, painting and calligraphy were viewed as the most noble of arts. Chinese paintings were mostly produced by those who devoted their time to perfecting the techniques essential for great brushwork.  Painting of this era shows Daoist influence. Artists emphasized the beauty of natural landscapes and objects such as a single branch or flower. The artists did not use bright colors.





Magnetic Compass





Chinese scholars had devised a way to magnetize iron needles and observed that needles cooled from red heat would become magnetic. These more refined needle compasses could then be floated in water, placed upon a pointed shaft (dry compass) or suspended from a silk thread. Consequently, they were much more useful for navigation purposes since they were now much more portable and smaller.





Movable Type Printing





The Chinese carved individual Chinese characters on identical pieces of clay. The movable type pieces could be glued to an iron plate and easily detached from the plate. Characters could be assembled to print a page and then broken up and redistributed as needed. When the � HYPERLINK "http://www.chinaculture.org/img/2005-06/29/xinsrc_0006022914238271702795.gif" \t "_blank" ��printing was finished, the pieces could be put away for future use.








Gunpowder





Sulphur and saltpeter were combined with charcoal to create an explosive called huoyao or gunpowder. At some point, they attached bamboo tubes to arrows and launched them with bows. Soon they discovered that these gunpowder tubes could launch themselves just by the power produced from the escaping gas. The true rocket was born.





Porcelain





Craftsmen discovered techniques for producing porcelain that was lighter, thinner, more useful, and much more beautiful. Chinese porcelain was highly valued and traded to many other areas of the world, and came to be known broadly as chinaware.





Mechanical Clock





Yi Xing, a Buddhist monk, made the first model of a mechanical clock in 725 AD.  This clock operated by dripping water that powered a wheel which made one full revolution in 24 hours.  An iron and bronze system of wheels and gears made the clock turn.  This system caused the chiming of a bell on the hour.   It was two more centuries before the first mechanical clock was developed in Europe.





Pagodas 





Buddhists in China began to build special Buddhist buildings called pagodas which were like Indian Buddhist � HYPERLINK "http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/india/architecture/mauryan.htm" �stupas�. These buildings were not really for going inside; they were to keep sacred things in, like gold treasures and books of Buddhist prayers and pictures of the Buddha. These early Han Dynasty pagodas were all made of wood. People went on building these pagodas from then on in all the dynasties, but they made changes in the style of the pagodas. In the � HYPERLINK "http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/architecture/tangarchitecture.htm" �T'ang Dynasty�, around 500 AD, architects built fancier pagodas with eight sides, like the White Pagoda at Chengde or the West and East pagodas at KunmingDuring the � HYPERLINK "http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/architecture/songarchitecture.htm" �Song dynasty� people liked to see very tall, thin pagodas, with tall spires on top to make them look even taller. These pagodas were also fancier than pagodas from the T'ang Dynasty - they had complicated wooden lattices all around them so they looked like they were made of lace and air, holding themselves up by magic.





Footbinding 





In the 10th   century, in China, legend says a prince began the practice of foot binding because he loved the small "Lily Feet". The tiny foot became the mark of a wealthy and well-born woman. �      For over 1000 years, rich women had their feet bound. The new Republic banned foot binding in 1912, and the custom finally died out in the 1930's





Social Hierarchy





The power of the old aristocratic families faded and a new, much larger upper class emerged, made up of scholar-officials and their families. They attained their status through education and civil service positions, rather than through land ownership. Below the gentry was an urban middle class. It included merchants, shopkeepers, skilled artisans and minor officials. Beneath them were laborers, soldiers, and servants. In the countryside lived the largest class by far, the peasants.





Decline in Status of Women





Women had always been subservient to men in Chinese society. A woman's work was deemed less important to the family's prosperity and status. When a girl was very young, her feet were bound tightly with cloth, which eventually broke the arch and curled all but the big toe under. The bound foot was admiringly called a "lily-foot." Women with bound feet were crippled for life. To others in society, such a woman reflected the wealth and prestige of her husband, who could afford such an impractical wife.








