Rise of Islam – _________/ 12pts

Christian and Islamic Kingdoms -- Homework 1

Name _____________________________________      Date_______________

Unit 2 / Sub Unit A/ Section 1


      
          Period ______________

Directions: Underline /Highlight your answers in the text & NUMBER them. 2pts

Answer all questions with COMPLETE SENTENCES.

The religion of Islam, whose followers are called Muslims,began in the Arabian Peninsula. There in A.D. 570, Muhammad was born in the oasis town of Mecca. As a youth, he was a shepherd. He worked with nomadic herders called Bedouins. Later Muhammad became a successful merchant. As an honest man, he was troubled by the greed he saw around him. 

According to Muslim tradition, Muhammad became a prophet at age 40 when he was asked by an angel to become God’s messenger. Muhammad began teaching, but few listened and some threatened him. In 622, he and some followers fled to Yathrib, later called Medina. The trip was called the hijra. There, Muslim converts agreed to follow his teachings. Meccan leaders, however, grew angry. Battles broke out between them and Muslims. However, Muhammad triumphantly returned to Mecca in 630. He destroyed the idols in the Kaaba, and dedicated it to Allah. The Kaaba became Islam’s holiest site. Muhammad died in 632.

According to Islamic belief as written in the Koran, how did Muhhamad become a prophet? 2pts

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How did leaders in Mecca react to Muhammad? 2pts

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Quran is the sacred text of Islam. It teaches about God’s will and provides a guide to life. All Muslims must perform certain duties, known as the Five Pillars of Islam. These are declaring faith, praying five times daily, giving charity to the poor, fasting during the holy month, and making the hajj, or pilgrimage to Mecca, if a person is able. Muslims gather in mosques to pray directly to God. Priests do not mediate between the faithful and God. Another duty for Muslims is jihad. This is the need to struggle in God’s service.

What do the teachings of Islam provide, and how is this like Christianity and Judaism? 4pts

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Islam also governs daily life. One way this is done is through the Sharia, a body of laws that applies religious principles to all legal situations. According to the Quran, women are spiritually equal to men but have different roles. Because Jews and Christians worship the same God and study God’s earlier teachings, Muslims call them “People of the Book.” These groups have had religious freedom in most Muslim societies.

How did the Sharia and Islam shape the Islamic life? Give at least 2 examples – 4pts

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

