India’s Muslim Empire – _________/17  pts

Christian and Islamic Kingdoms – Homework 1
Name _____________________________________      Date_______________

Unit 2 / Sub Unit D/ Section 1


      
          Period ______________

Rival princes fought for control of India after about 550. Later, Muslim armies pushed in. By the 1100s, they controlled northern India. A sultan, or Muslim ruler, established Delhi as the capital of the Delhi sultanate, which ruled from 1206 to 1526. Muslim attacks included onslaughts that killed many Hindus and destroyed Buddhist temples.

 Muslim rulers changed Indian government. Sultans welcomed immigrants and scholars, and trade increased. The culture created beautiful art and architecture. 

With the Muslim advance, Hindu and Muslim religious beliefs clashed, creating many conflicts. Muslims worshiped a single god, while Hindus prayed to several. Hindus accepted the caste system, while Islam promoted equality.

1. How did Muslim rule change India? 4pts

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Gradually, however, the cultures blended. Muslim rulers allowed Hindus to practice their religion. Some rajahs, or local Hindu rulers, continued governing. Some Hindus converted to Islam. Muslims adopted some Hindu customs and beliefs. A new language, Urdu, blended several languages. A new religion, Sikhism, combined Muslim and Hindu ideas.

The great Muslim leader Babur defeated armies of the Delhi sultanate and established the Mughal dynasty. It ruled from 1526 until 1857. The Mughal lands included much of the Indian subcontinent. Babur’s grandson, Akbar, or Akbar the Great, ruled from 1556 to 1605. He organized a strong central government, improved the army, and supported international trade. He allowed Hindus to work in the government and promoted peace through religious tolerance.

After Akbar’s death, his son’s wife, Nur Jahan, managed the government with skill, and supported Indian culture. She was the most powerful woman in Indian history until the 1900s. The height of Mughal literature, art, and architecture came during the reign of Akbar’s grandson, Shah Jahan. As a tomb for his wife, he built the Taj Mahal. It remains a spectacular monument to the Mughal empire.

2. How did Akbar demonstrate religious tolerance?2pts
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________3. How did Muslims and Hindus clash? 2pts
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 The Ottoman and Safavid Empires 
Christian and Islamic Kingdoms – Homework 2
The Ottomans were nomads who had expanded into Asia Minor and the Balkan Peninsula by the 1300s. In 1453, they captured Constantinople. They renamed it Istanbul and made the city the capital of their empire. 

1. What happened in 1453 explain? 4pts

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Suleiman ruled over the Ottoman empire at its height, from 1520 to 1566. He expanded it into Asia, Africa, and Europe. It lasted for centuries. Suleiman ruled with a council, but he had absolute power. The Ottoman justice system was based on the Sharia, as well as royal edicts.

Military men made up the highest social class. They were followed by intellectuals, such as scientists and lawyers. Below them were men involved in trade and production, and farmers. Everyone belonged to a religious community, which provided education and other services. A Jewish community developed after Jews were expelled from Spain. They brought important international banking connections with them.
Some young Christian boys were converted to Islam by the government and given training. They were chosen to be janizaries, the elite force of the Ottoman army. The brightest students might become government officials. Ottoman poets, painters, and architects created great works under Suleiman. However, after his death, the empire began to decline. By the 1700s, the Ottomans had lost control of some of their lands in Europe and Africa. 

2. How did Suleiman rule? 3pts

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
By the early 1500s, the Safavids united an empire in Persia (modern Iran.) They were Shiite Muslims. Their greatest king, or shah, was Shah Abbas. He ruled from 1588 to 1629, built a strong military, and made alliances with European nations. He also lowered taxes, encouraged industry, and tolerated other religions. The capital at Isfahan became a center for silk trading. After Abbas’ death, religious disputes weakened the empire and it ended in 1722. In the late 1700s, the Qajars won control of Iran, made Tehran their capital, and ruled until 1925.

3.
What factor ended the Safavid empire? 2pts
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
