TIME AND DATING (OL)
The dating system historians use comes from a monk who lived in the Middle Ages by the name of Dionysus Exiguus.  In the year 532 he started a Christian system of dating events, beginning with the most important event in Christianity, the year that he believed Christ was born.  He called the years after this event anno domini of A.D. which is Latin for “in the year of our lord”.  Something that happened in 500 A.D. took place 500 years after the birth of Christ.  Today, to avoid religious meaning, historians refer to this portion of the timeline as C.E. which stands for the common era.

The years before the birth of Christ are called B.C. or before Christ.  The events of 249 B.C. took place 249 years before Christ was born.  B.C. dates are counted backwards, so the larger the numbers, the earlier the time.  Today,  to avoid religious meaning, historians refer to this portion of the timeline as B.C.E. which stands for before the common era.

Actually Dionysus made a slight error in the calculation of when Christ was born.  Historians now believe that Christ was born sometime between 4 and 6 B.C.  They believe this because the Gospel account of his birth said that he was born in the reign of Herod the Great, and we know that Herod died in 4 B.C.  Therefore, Jesus was born sometime before or during 4 B.C.


Names for the centuries always appear to be one number larger, such as the 20th century is the 1900’s.  This happens because the 1st century was the years 1-100.  The 2nd century would then be 101-200, and so on.



B.C. /B.C.E.

       0

         A.D./C.E.


TIP: To identify the century in which a year falls in, draw 4 boxes and enter the year:

EXAMPLE: 

REMINDER: 

1 to 100( 1st Century

101 to 200( 2nd Century etc.

Time and Dating Practice: WRITE ON YOUR OWN PAPER!

Identify the century for each year(s):

1. 784 A.D./C.E.
2. 401-500 A.D./C.E.
3. 1500 A.D./C.E.
4. 776 A.D./C.E.
5. 201-300 A.D./C.E.
6. 1866 A.D./C.E.

7. 2001 A.D./C.E.



8. 1054 A.D./C.E.
What range of years matches the following centuries?

9.   19th century __________


10. 13th century _________



11. 10th century _________

How many years are between the following dates?

12. 400 B.C./B.C.E. – 300 A.D./C.E. ____

13. 1500 B.C./B.C.E. – 400 B.C./B.C.E. _____
Which happened first?   


14. 848 B.C./B.C.E. or 1048 B.C./B.C.E.___________________

15. 1600 B.C./B.C.E or 1600 A.D./C.E.____________________

16. 662 B.C./B.C.E. or 663 B.C./B.C.E.____________________

17. Put the following dates in order with the earliest one first:
65 A.D./C.E  267 B.C./B.C.E. 1942 B.C./B.C.E. 1848 A.D./C.E. 1965 A.D./C.E.   1000 B.C./B.C.E.
18. Create your own timeline using the following  

      requirements –

· 3 entries with time and dates B.C./B.C.E.
· 3 entries with time and dates A.D./C.E.
· The seventh entry on your timeline must be your birthday.
· Create a title for your timeline.
· Create color illustrations for any 3 entries on your timeline.
Ignore the last two digits.








