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Across

Many Native Americans died due
toit.

It was the European slogan for
conquest of Americas

He was the Inca emperor at the
time of Pizarro's arrival.

When Pizarro arrived, the Incas
were in the midst of it

He conquered the Incas of Peru
He was the Aztec emperor at the
time of Cortes’ arrival.
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Down
It is the name given to the cultural
diffusion that occurred between the
Americas and the rest of the world
He conquered the Aztecs of Mexico.
He divided the world between
Spain and Portugal.
It was the continent that Columbus
believed he landed in.
He believed that by traveling west
he wouid arrive in the East.
They were enslaved to repiace a
dying Native American population
It's the Spanish word for
congueror.
Native Americans lacked these.
Spain and Portugal wanted to
spread this religion.

he Aztecs mistakenly believed
that Cortes was a



The arrival of the Europeans greatly impacted the lives of the Native American Indians.  Spanish conquistadors or conquerors and priests soon arrived after the first explorers.  These conquistadores and missionaries came to Central and South America for “God, Gold, and Glory.”  They conquered the native peoples, seized their gold and silver, brought new diseases, and converted native peoples to Christianity.  Small numbers of Spanish soldiers – using horses and firearms, and acting with local allies – quickly overcame large numbers of Native Americans and conquered the greatest Native American empires of that time: the Aztec and the Inca.
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In 1519, Hernando Cortes sailed to Mexico with 11 ships, some 500 soldiers, and 16 horses in search of gold and silver.  Cortes met the Aztec Emperor Montezuma.  At first, the Aztecs believed that the Spaniards were gods and showered them with gifts.  According to an Aztec legend, the Aztecs believed that one of their gods, Quetzalcoatl, would return one day sailing from the East.  According to the legend, Quetzalcoatl was to return the same year that Cortes arrived.  While this legend greatly benefited the Spaniards, it greatly harmed the Aztecs.  Montezuma did not march against the Spanish invaders.  Instead he sent them golden gifts.  These gifts made the Spaniards want more gold.  Soon, Cortes met a woman who spoke several native languages.  She helped Cortes speak with the other tribes that the Aztecs had conquered.  Many of these tribes hated their Aztec rulers, so they became allies of Cortes.  Eventually, Cortes and his men marched to Tenochtitlan, the Aztec capital.  Montezuma allowed them to enter the city.  For weeks the Aztec emperor and Cortes negotiated.  Finally, Montezuma agreed to accept the rule of the king of Spain.  But one day, the Spaniards killed Montezuma.  Quickly, the Aztecs rebelled and forced the Europeans out of Tenochtitlan.  At that point, Cortes asked his Native American allies for help.  With the Spaniards, they surrounded the city for three months.  Finally, the Aztecs surrendered.  Spain had broken the power of the mighty Aztec Empire.

1. Why did the Spaniards conquer the Americas? _________________________________________ _______________________________________ _______________________________________
2. Who was Cortes and what did he do? __________________________________________ __________________________________________ __________________________________________ __________________________________________ 

3. How did an Aztec legend help Cortes? _______________________________________ _______________________________________ _______________________________________ 
4. How did Cortes eventually defeat the Aztecs? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

To the south of Mexico, in the mountains of Peru, the Spanish conquered another empire, the Incas.  In 1532, Francisco Pizarro landed in South America and prepared to conquer the Incas.  Pizarro and his men marched toward the Inca capital and discovered that the Incas were in the midst of a civil war.  Atahualpa, the Inca emperor, was fighting his brother for control of the empire.  When Pizarro arrived, Atahualpa went out to meet the Spaniards.  The Incas carried no weapons.  When they met the Spaniards, Pizarro and his men attacked and captured Atahualpa.  The Inca emperor offered to fill a large room with gold if Pizarro would release him.  Pizarro agreed.  From all parts of the Inca Empire, gold poured into the room until it was full.  The emperor had kept his promise.  But Pizarro had heard an untrue story that the Inca warriors were going to attack.  He put Atahualpa on trial and executed him.  The Inca emperor was dead, and his warriors had no guns and no will to fight.  So, they accepted Spanish rule.  By 1535, Pizarro and his men argued over the gold, and they killed Pizarro.
No one would argue that the conquistadors were successful in their goal of conquering new lands.  They may have been outnumbered, but they had superior weaponry, which gave them an overwhelming advantage.  However, their most important asset was not a weapon but a disease.  Upon the arrival of the Europeans, Native Americans began to fall ill to smallpox, measles, typhus, influenza, and other common viruses of Europe.  The European populations in the New World were hardly affected due to their biological immunities.  However, the native populations had no such immunities and were struck down with ferocity. The Native American population had dropped from 11 million in the 1520s to less than 1 million by the 1700s.  

1- Who was Francisco Pizarro and what did he do? _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2- Why were the Incas in the midst of a civil war?  How did the civil war benefit the Spaniards? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3- What did the Spaniards do to Atahualpa? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What happened to Pizarro?   ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ Why were small numbers of Europeans able to conquer vast numbers of Native Americans? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4- Why did Native Americans die so quickly from European diseases? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Native American population of Mexico in 1492 has been estimated at 25 million; the population in 1608 has been estimated at 1.7 million. This decrease in population was mainly a result of

1. crop failures brought on by poor weather conditions 

2. emigration of Native Americans to Europe and Africa 

3. wars between various native groups 

4. diseases introduced by the Spanish 

“Gold is a treasure, and he who possesses it does all he wishes to in this world, and succeeds in helping souls into paradise.”

~ Christopher Columbus
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